
April 2, 1993 

The Honorable Federico Pena 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
400 Seventh Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

We are writing to express our concern with the proposed 
interim final rule that would include edible and inedible 
vegetable oil and animal oil in the same class as hazardous 
materials (Docket No. HM-214, Amendment Nos. 171-119, 172-232, 
176-32). These materials are not hazardous, and the 
classification of them as such would create, in our view, serious 
problems for farmers, consumers, agribusiness, and government 
agencies. Recognizing that the vegetable and animal oil industry 
has a responsibility to prevent and clean up spills when they 
occur, we nevertheless believe there is no sound reason to 
designate these edible products as hazardous. We therefore urge 
the Department of Transportation to develop thoughtful and fair 
rules to govern potential spills of edible oil products that are 
separate from those governing hazardous materials. To the extent 
future spill rules are needed for the food industry, we urge the 
Department to develope appropriate food product rules that are 
separate from those governing hazardous materials. 

The reasons for our recommendations are: 

- -  These products do not exhibit hazardous characteristics: 
they are not corrosive, flammable, combustible, toxic, 
explosive, or radioactive and they should not be 
regulated as such. 

- -  Vegetable oils and animal fats do not cause significant 
environmental harm when spilled, and certainly cause no 
greater harm than spills of other food products such as 
molasses or vinegar. Moreover, the vast majority of 
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spills of vegetable and animal oils occur at loading and 
unloading points, which are already adequately covered 
under Spill Response Rules administered by the Coast 
Guard and EPA. 

interagency conflicts, The Food and Drug Administration 
gives these products GRAS - -  Generally Regarded As Safe 
- -  status. The USDA, EPA, DOE, and other agencies are 
working to develop environmentally safe fuels and 
products based on vegetable and animal oils. Moreover, a 
hazardous materials classification for vegetable oils 
and animal fats would interfere with the implementation 
of the Sanitary Food Transportation Act, which is also 
administered by the DOT. 

hazardous materials regulations by designating as 
hazardous materials substances that are not hazardous. 

- -  Classifying these materials as hazardous will impose 
significant compliance costs on fanners, consumers, and 
the transportation, food processing, and related 
agribusiness community with little or no benefit to the 
environment or to human health and safety. 

We strongly urge DOT to remove vegetable oils and animal fats 
from the classification of hazardous materials. Should the 
regulations as proposed not be amended to reflect the concerns 
raised in this letter, we urge you to extend the deadline for 
comments and hold a public hearing on this important issue. 

- -  Classifying edible products as hazardous would create 

- -  The proposed approach would erode the value of the 

t 

Sincerely, 

*/GLEXN EUGLI$H,  11. c .  TIN JOHNSON, ?!.C. 
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/Ly EARL POMEROY, M.  

GLICKMAN, M.C. 

'PAT DANNER, M.c. 

t 

BLANCHE LAMBERT, M.C. 

COLLIN PETERSON, ?4. C. 

- -  
B I L L  EMERSON, M.C. 

TIM VALENTINE, M.C. 

FRANK g-4zc% MCCLOSKEY , !4. C .  

DOUG BERE?,,, M.C. 
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HAROLD VOL 

- 
TIN PENNY, M.C. 

I 

PAT R O B ~ T S ,  M.C .  

BILL SARPRLIUS, M.C. ' 
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c( ., ,, :.I :i, . < '  .,.,. THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION . -, 

j i .  I .- t - , .',', WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 q . , ,  , (I 
May 2 7 ,  1993 

The Honorable Eva M. Clayton 
U.S. House of Representatives . . ,.' Washington, DC 20515 . .  

. ;:I' 

Dear Congresswoman Clayton: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and'special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. The 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. You expressed concern with a 
provision of the rule that: designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On ApriL 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended.the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,' 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiohs of the 
interim final rule. ' 
We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. Copies of your 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

' 

1 

Sincerely, d&a 
Federico Peiia 

Enclosures 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 2 7 ,  1993 

THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION h 

The'Honorable Glenn English 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

. ,>" 
. . .. ,. ' ... 

Dear Congressman English: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and'Specia1 Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes o i l  spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and . 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. The 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Mat.erials Transportation Act. You expressed concern with a 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April, 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended.the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,' 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiohs of the 
interim final rule. ' 
We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. Copies of your 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

sincerely, 

Federico PeAa 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20590 

May 27 ,  1993 

... 
The Honorable Jill L. Long 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Long: 

. ;. ̂. 
. .. ' 

,. 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleacpes, concerning an interim final rule,published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response - 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of: 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. The 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. You expressed concern with a 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April'l5, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Admini6tratiOn'6 Auditorium in Washington, 
D.'C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale,for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous mater9als and 
clarifies some publiq concerns regarding provisions of the 
interim final rule. 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. Copies of your 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at ( 2 0 2 )  366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

Sincerely, 

Federico Pefia 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 2 7 ,  1993 

The Honorable Tim Johnson . L -  

U.S. House of Representatives . _. .. Washington, DC 20515 ,.. 
, .  Dear Congressman Johnson: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's ~ e s e a r c h  and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA) . The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water,,Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
itnplements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. The 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. You expressed concern with a 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April'lS, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous mater als and 
clarifies some publiy concerns regarding provisio 2 s of the 
interim final rule. 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. Copies of your 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMUrray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 205% 

May 2 7 ,  1993 

... 
The Honorable Earl Pomeroy 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

, .;- 
> .. ,. ... 

Dear Congressman Pomeroy: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. The 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation A c t .  You expressed concern with a 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April'15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended ,the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, ' 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous mater"a1s and 
clarifies some publiy concerns regarding provisio 3 s of the 
interim final rule. 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPAIs Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

I 
Copies of your 

If you need further information concerning this 

Sincerely, 

Federico Pelia 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 2 7 ,  1993 

The Honorable Jack Kingston 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

. . A "  

. .. ,. ' ... 

. .  Dear Congressman Kingston: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA) .  The rule establishes oil spill rksponse 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates o f  the FWPCA. The 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. You expressed concern with a 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April'l5, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, 

. 

D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some publiy concerns regarding provisiods o f  the 
interim final rule. 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners o f  your 
letter. 

1 

Copies of your 

Sincerely, 

da 
Federico Pefia 

Enclosures 



b, 
THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION ,k 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20593 

May 2 7 ,  1993 

The"Honorab1e Dan Glickman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
Dear Congressman Glickman: . .  

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Departme,nt of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (1;SPA) . The r113.e establishes oil spill x-:!s~oI~s~? 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 

' implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. The 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. You expressed concern with a 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April.15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which,extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum o i l s  as hazardous materk,als and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiods of the 
interim final rule. ' 
We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. Copies of your 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further i,nfonnation concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

' 

t 

Sincerely , 

I n 

Federico PeAa 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 2 7 ,  1993 

The'Honorable Pat Danner 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

. .:- 
. .. *. ' ... 

Dear Congresswoman Danner: . .  

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and special Programs 
Administration (%PA).  The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water POllULicm Cnnt-rnl  Fct  
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. The 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Matdrials Transportation Act. You expressed concern with a 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April.15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3 ,  1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisicmb of the 
interim final rule. 1 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A.'McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

7 copies of your 

sincerely , 

Federico Pefia 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20590 

May 2 7 ,  1993  

The'Honorable Bill Emerson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Wgshington, DC 20515 

* .: - 
.. .. ,. 

Dear Congressman Emerson: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department o f  Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil Spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule i s  also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April.15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which, extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, ' 

D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some publiy concerns regarding provisiods of the 
interim final rule. 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at ( 2 0 2 )  366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosignexs of your 
letter. 

The 

You expressed concern with a 

Copies of your 

If you need further information concerning this 

Sincerely, 

Federico Pefia 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 2 7 ,  1993 

The'Honorable Tim Valentine 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Dear Congressman Valentine: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of  1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. ,The 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous' 
Materials Transportation Act. You expressed concern with a 
provi,sion of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April.15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended,the 
comment period on the interim final rule and.announcad a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for  public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, . 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiolls of the 
interim final rule. 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. KcMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

. ;-- 
.. .. Washington, DC 20515 ... 

Y Copies of your 

Sincerely, 

Federico Pefia 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 2 7 ,  1993 

The- Honorable Mike Parker 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Parker: . .  

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response' 
planning measures under the Federal. Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the.Oi.1 Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule. is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. You expressed'concern wi th  a - 
provision o f  the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, . 

D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public, concerns regarding provision% of the 
interim final rule. 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further infomation concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A.'McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at ( 2 0 2 )  366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

The 

7 Copies of your 

Sincerely, 

Federico PeAa 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSWRTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 27, 1993 

Th'e' Honorable Blanche Lambert 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

. .1- 
. I .. ,,. 

Dear Congresswoman Lambert: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportationts Research and.Specia1 Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes o i l  spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. The 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. You expressed concern with a 
prov,ision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,. 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiqns of the 
interim final rule.\ 

1 We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. Copies of your 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPAls Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

Sincerely , 

Federico Pefia 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 27, 1993 

The Honorable Collin Peterson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

. 
. .. 

Dear Congressman Peterson: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and.Specia1 Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements'the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. The 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
.Materials Transportation Act. You expressed concern with a 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended.the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,. 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisi&s of the 
interim final rule. 1 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. Copies of your 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further'information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA'S Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

Sincerely, 
I n 

Federico Peiia 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSWRTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 27, 1993 

Th'e Honorable Frank McCloskey 
U . S .  House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Mccloskey: 

. .:- 
. .. .. ... 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and. Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. You expressed concern with a - 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,. 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiqns of the 
interim final rule. t 

ne appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. Copies of your 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

- 
The 

sincerely, 

Federico Pefia 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 2 7 ,  1993 

The Honorable J. Roy Rowland 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Rowland: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,. 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3 ,  1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiqns of the 
interim final rule.\ 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. Copies of your 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at ( 2 0 2 )  366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

The 

You expressed concern with a 

Sincerely, 

Federico Pefia 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 27, 1993 

Tkie'Honorable Doug Bereuter 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

. .;-. 
. _. ,. ' ... 

Dear Congressman Bereuter: . .  
Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department o f  Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution,Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. The 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. You expressed concern with a 
provision o f  the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April. 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and,announced'a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,. 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiobs of the 
interim final rule. t 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. 
matter, please contact Rose A: McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

1 
Copies of your 

If you need further information concerning this 

Sincerely, 

Federico PeAa 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 2 7 ,  1993 

The"Honorab1e Nick Smith 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 .. 

. .:- 
, ; ,. ,. ' ... 

Dear Congressman Smith: . .  
Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act-of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced'a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, . 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisioqs of the 
interim final rule. \ 

We appreciate your interest: in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. 
matter, please contact Rose A..McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter, 

- 
The 

You expressed concern with a 

Copies of your 

If you need further information concerning this 

sincerely, 

Federico Pefia 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 27, 1993 

Tlse'Honorable Harold Volkmer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

. ..-. 
. _. .. ' 

Dear Congressman Volkmer: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April. 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced'a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing waa held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,. 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous'materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiops of the 
interim final rule. I 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA'S Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

- 
The 

You expressed concern with a 

Copies of your 
1 

Sincerely, 

._ 
Federico PeAa 

Enclosures 



a 

THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20590 

May 27, 1993 

The-Honorable Jim Leach 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Leach: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and.Specia1 Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced'a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for pubiic comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,. 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiors of the 
interim final rule. t 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPAls Acting 
Administrator at (202)  366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

The 

You expressed concern with a 

Copies of your 

Sincerely, 

d!!! a 
Federico PeAa 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 27, 1993 

The' Honorable Jim Nussle 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

. .:" 
:. ,.' 

I . .  

Dear Congressman Nussle: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportationls Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced'a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,. 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiops of the 
interim final rule. \ 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A, McMurray, RSPAIs Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

. 
The 

You expressed concern with a 

Copies of your 
7 

Sincerely, 

Federico PeAa 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 27, 1993 

ThS-Honorable Tim Penny 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Penny: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. The 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. You expressed concern with a 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April.15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced'a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, . 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiolps of the 
interim final rule. I 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A; McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

7 copies of your 

Sincerely, 

Federico PeAa 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 2 7 ,  1993 

The'Honorable Bill Sarpalius 
U.S. House of Representatives * -- 
Washington, DC 20515 _ .  

Dear Congressman Sarpalius: . .  
Thank you €or your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control A c t  
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale €or 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiogs of the 
interim final rule. I 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

~ 

The 

You expressed concern with a 

copies of your 

Sincerely, 

Federico PeAa 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20590 

May 2 7 ,  1993 

The'Honorable Pat Roberts 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Roberts: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research andSpecia1 Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil Spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April. 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended,the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,. 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding providohs of the 
interim final rule. ' 
We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A: McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter, 

_. 

The 

You expressed concern with a 

x Copies of your 

Sincerely, 

- 
Federico PeAa 

Enclosures 



!. 
4 THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION Q z 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20590 

May 27, 1993 

ThS Honorable Dick Durbin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Durbin: . .  

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleaguesi concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and.Specia1 Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended,the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,. 
D.C. TllQ comment period is extended to J u n e  3, 1993. Tho 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous matedale and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiqns of the 
interim final rule. 1 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. 
matter, please contact Rose A: McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

The 

You expressed concern with a 

I Copies of your 

If you need further information concerning this 

Sincerely, 

J&a 
Federico Peiia 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 27, 1993 

ThS'Honorable David Minge 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 . .  

Dear Congressman Minge: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April.15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced'a public 
hearing to'allow greater opportunity €or public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, ' 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed KSPA fact sheet summarizes t2x rationale €or 
,classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiojs of the 
interim final rule. I 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A.qMcMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

. .>4.  

, .  .. 

. 
The 

You expressed concern with a 

. 

1 Copies of your 

Sincerely, 

Federico PeRa 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSWRTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 27, 1993 

The-Honorable John Boehner 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Boehner: . .  

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April.15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended,the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (COPY 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA €act sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiorls of the 
interim final rule. 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. 
matter, please contact Rose A.. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at ( 2 0 2 )  366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

* 

The 

You expressed concern with a 

' 

I copies of your 

If you need further information concerning this 

sincerely, 

Federico PeAa 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 2 1 ,  1993 

The'Honorable Tom Barlow 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

. .:' 
. .. ,. ... 

Dear Congressman Barlow: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April.15, 1993, RsPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced'a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,. 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3 ,  1993. The 
enclosed WPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardoue.materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisiolps of the 
interim final rule. \ 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A.. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at ( 2 0 2 )  366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

- 
The 

You expressed concern with a 

Copies of your 
1 

Sincerely, 

Federico Pefia 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 2 7 ,  1993 

. .: -. 
. ,. ' 

TheHonorable Larry Combest 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 ... 

Dear Congressman Combest: . .  

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and.Specia1 Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response - 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
pkovision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April: 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended.the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington,' 
D . C .  The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisihs of the 
interim final rule. ' 

. 

The 

You expressed concern with a 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. Copies of your 
letter and this .response have been made part of the public 
docket.. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

Sincerely, 

Federico PeAa 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 27, 1993 

* -- The Honorable Jim Lightfoot 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 . .  

Dear Congressman Lightfoot: . .  

. .. I. 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill.response 
planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous , '  

Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity for public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington; 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale for 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisibns o f  the 
interim final rule? 

letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. If you need further information concerning this 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

- 
The 

You expressed concern with a 

1 
We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. Copies of your 

Sincerely, 
I n 

Federico Pefia 

Enclosures 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

May 27, 1993 

The Honorable Howard Coble 
U . S .  House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Coble: 

Thank you for your letter, cosigned by your congressional 
colleagues, concerning an interim final rule published by the 
Department of Transportation's Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA). The rule establishes oil spill response 

(FWPCA), as amended by the Oil Pollution Act of 1990, and 
implements the spill prevention mandates of the FWPCA. 
rule is also issued under the authority of the Hazardous 
Materials Transportation Act. 
provision of the rule that designates edible and inedible 
vegetable and animal oils as hazardous materials. 

On April 15, 1993, RSPA issued a notice which extended the 
comment period on the interim final rule and announced a public 
hearing to allow greater opportunity fo r  public comment (copy 
enclosed). The public hearing was held on May 13, 1993, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration's Auditorium in Washington, 
D.C. The comment period is extended to June 3, 1993. The 
enclosed RSPA fact sheet summarizes the rationale €or 
classifying non-petroleum oils as hazardous materials and 
clarifies some public concerns regarding provisions of the 
interim final rule. 

We appreciate your interest in this rulemaking. 
letter and this response have been made part of the public 
docket. 
matter, please contact Rose A. McMurray, RSPA's Acting 
Administrator at (202) 366-4433. 

An identical letter has been sent to the cosigners of your 
letter. 

planning measures under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
1 

The 

You expressed concern with a 

Copies of your 

If you need further information concerning this 

Sincerely, 

J& Q 4 
Federico Peiia 

Enclosures 


